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Award-winning Works
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About Machi-Naka(Downtown) Art Design Contest @Koenji

Machi-Naka (Downtown) Art Design Contest @Koenji (Design Submission : December 1,
2015-January 1, 2016) is aimed to attract more people to the area, improve the beauty of
the city as well as preventing illegal graffiti by using art designs on “Transformer
Boxes”(Transformer Boxes are placed on the road for reducing electrical voltage from stores
in place of overhead power lines for a cleaner appearance in cities.)

146 original designs were submitted for review, expressing the profound culture of Koenji. In
the end 30 designs were chosen.

Within Koenji, there are four main festivals including The Tokyo-Koenji Awa-Odori’s 60th
festival, held in August attracts audiences of more than one million over two days as well as
the Koenji Bikkuri Daidogei (Street Performance), Koenji Fes, and Koenji Engei
(Entertainment) Festival. Koenji is continually working to share its attractiveness and
features.

Koenji has a wide variety of places visitors to the city may wish to enjoy. Koenji Temple and
Chosenji Temple, shrines, the performance art facility “Za Koenji Public Theater”, thrift
shops amongst a wide variety of stores.

We will continue to design and develop the city by cooperating with the community and hope

that Suginami City will become even more vibrant with this contest, while also providing
opportunities for creators to exhibit their works.

March 2016

Koenji Electric Transformer Design Committee
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Machi-Naka(Downtown) Art Design Contest @Koenji
Judgment/Review Process

Machi-naka (Downtown) Art Design Contest @Koenji will consist of two themes:

-Tokyo Koenji Awa-Odori Dance Festivel attracts more than one million audiences over two
days.

-Culture in Koenji that is developed throughout the local shopping area with younger people
being a large portion of the customer base.

Most of the art entries submitted of the Awa-Odori Dance are judged on a criterion that
focuses on expressing the differences between the original Awa-Odori Dance from Tokushima
in west Japan and the Koenji Awa-Odori Dance.

The Koenji cultural art works entries are judged based heavily on the following criterion:
Performance Art, Ethnic Boom, and Café Culture.

We hope and expect that in the following years to come to be more and more specific in the
criterion that will pay particular attention to the unique and original cultural Koenji strength
that makes Koenji a very special place.

Japan has one of the lowest rates of underground electrical infrastructure among advanced
countries at 7% compared to that of cities like London, Paris, Taipei and Singapore that have
managed to have rates from 93-100% of the electrical wiring used in and around the city
unexposed or not visible from the street. We hope that Japan will continue to work at this so
as to improve the environment for sightseeing and landscapes in main tourist areas or where
crowds have a tendency to congregate.

Plans for more Transformer Boxes (Electricity Distribution and Transformer Equipment) are
in future plans to be placed on streets in the near future.

We imagine one day to use the theme “Transformer Boxes” to expand the base of the local
culture in Koenji. Machi-naka Art Design Contest@ Koenji is hoping to stay progressive and
ahead of the times.

Minori Yamazaki
Professor, Joshibi University of Art and Design
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